The AVID Elective Course 

9th Grade 2010-2011

Instructor:  Mr. Davlantis

e-mail: mrdavlantis@gmail.com
fdavlantis@esusd.k12.ca.us
website: www.mrfoti.com
Course Overview

· AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) is offered as an elective course that prepares students for entrance into four-year colleges.  There is an emphasis on analytical writing, preparation for college entrance and placement exams, study skills and test taking, notetaking, and research.

Course Objective

· The goal is that all AVID students enter a 4-year university after graduation from ESHS.  In order for students to achieve this goal they must:

1. Complete all “A-G” requirements as well as honors and AP courses and exams.

2. Participate in collaborative tutorial sessions twice per week, using Socratic seminars and the inquiry method to analyze, synthesize and evaluate course concepts.

3. Complete writing prompts each year, designed to prepare students for college writing.

4. Prepare and take the PLAN, PSAT, SAT, and ACT tests.

5. Demonstrate academic survival skills including Cornell note-taking, public speaking, test taking, goal setting strategies, and time management.

6. Demonstrate proficiency of research and computer skills.

7. Investigate universities of interest and possible career opportunities.

8. Practice and complete college applications and financial aid forms.
Course Description/Structure

AVID meets five hours per week. Students receive two hours of instruction per week in college entry skills, two hours per week in tutor-led study groups, and one hour per week in motivational activities and academic survival skills. In AVID, students participate in activities that incorporate strategies focused on writing, inquiry, collaboration, and reading to support their academic growth.

The AVID curriculum, which is based upon the following books in the AVID library—College and Careers, The Strategies for Success, and High School Writing—lays the groundwork for the lessons taught in the AVID elective.

College and Careers prepares students for their future with lessons on test-taking skills. Preparation includes instruction in math and English language concepts frequently seen on college entrance tests, as well as practice on “mock” SAT and ACT exams. In the ninth, tenth and eleventh grades, students are encouraged to take the PSAT or the PLAN (Preliminary American College Test). In the eleventh and twelfth grades, students take the SAT and ACT (American College Test).

In The Strategies for Success, AVID students learn skills such as time management, note-taking, textbook reading, library research, and maintaining the AVID binder. Students are expected to maintain an organized binder, including an assignment calendar, class and textbook notes, assignments, and homework, which is graded regularly.

Through High School Writing, AVID stresses the importance of “writing as a tool for learning.” This strategy forms the basis of all assignments. Writing preparation revolves around the improvement of writing in all subject areas because writing clarifies thought. In AVID, students learn that writing is a process. Students are expected to use this process in all grade level writing assignments.

On tutorial days, students work with tutors, many of whom are former AVID students and/or graduates of El Segundo High School. Tutors assist students in small groups with academic questions that students bring to tutorial. Students are required to take notes during tutorial and use class and textbook notes to inform their discussions during tutorial. Tutors help students with the process of learning through inquiry, rather that giving students the answers to their questions. Students learn the value of working with others in tutorial.

In AVID, students also participate in motivational activities including college and career research, college and career outreach speakers, field trips to colleges and businesses and other educational opportunities in their communities, and service learning experiences. These activities provide students with the resources they need to learn about many positive opportunities available to them in the community that will impact their future.

Class Expectations

· Required Materials to be Brought to Class Daily:

1. Binder

· Must be 3-inch three ring binder that has dividers for all classes (including AVID).  Students will be taught how to organize the binder and it will be checked every Friday.  Within the binder, students will take Cornell notes, keep class assignments, and a log of their grades and what they’ve learned. 

2. Planner

· This is given to students with their schedules but they may use their own if they choose.  This must be with students in class each day.

3. Lined notebook paper

4. At least two pens (black or blue), two pencils & a highlighter

5. On Tuesdays & Thursdays, Tutorial questions must be completed.  They will be collected at the door and are students’ admission ticket to class those days. 

Grades


All grading will be based upon a standard scale and a point system.  Extra credit may or may not be given.  Make-up and late work will only be taken based upon the guidelines below.

Scale:

90.0%-100%      A

89.5%-89.9%     A-

89.0%- 89.4%    B+

80.0%- 88.9%    B

79.5%-79.9%     B-

79.0%-79.4%     C+

70.0%- 78.9%    C

69.5%- 69.9%    C-

60%- 69.4%       D

0%- 59.9%         F   

*Note: For college admittance purposes, a D is not passing.

The student also records current grade information on his/her Assignment Log for each class.  Refer to the Assignment Logs frequently to monitor assignment, project, presentation, quiz, and test scores in all classes.  During the semester, progress reports are issued at six-week intervals, and the final report card is mailed home at the end of each semester.

Assessment Procedures

AVID students will be assessed using a variety of performance-based assessments. They will be judged not only on the AVID “basics” such as a well-organized notebook, participation in tutorials, and note-taking, but also according to their performance on timed writings, practice college entrance tests, participation in Socratic Seminars, and other activities. Students are required to develop and present the Multi-Grade Level Portfolio at the end of each year, representing their work in the AVID program.

Portfolio Contents

Portfolio contents will include but not be limited to the following:

1. Grade level writing.

2. Four-year plan.

3. Timed writings with rubrics.

4. Analytical essays with rubrics.

5. Notes taken in content areas.

6. Semester reflections.

Late Work/Make Up Work

· There will be no make-ups unless previously arranged with me, or if excused because of illness. If you are absent and miss one of the mentioned or other class assignment, it will be made up the day you return to class, regardless of what the class is doing and whether or not you are prepared.  This follows what the Eagle Handbook outlines.

· When you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out what was missed and to make up that work. You can see me for handouts and a class member for notes. 

· Late classwork will only be accepted on the day following your first day back.  It is your responsibility to arrange a time to make up the missed assignments. 

· Any major assignments (projects, papers, etc) should be handed in either prior to the absence or handed in at the beginning of the next class period.

Positive Consequences

You will be acknowledged and positively rewarded for appropriate behavior.

On the other hand…

1. Verbal warning

2. Detention with me; and parent contacted.

3. Parent conference.

Know that I will contact your parents when I see a pattern of poor classwork and/or behavioral issues that need parental support. 

A Final Note


I am excited for us to embark on this AVID adventure together!  I encourage you to ask questions, to seek my help whenever confusion or question arises, and to always remember that you can succeed.  I am here to help you to be successful and am eager to assist you in that goal.  Diligence and the belief that you can achieve will bring about that success!

Note:  

· The instructor retains the right to make changes, additions, and deletions to the syllabus during the course of the year.

· Students are expected to adhere to the ESHS policies and procedures outlined in the Eagle Handbook.

